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Michigan gives thumbs-down to Wisconsin
mitten campaign
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Michigan and Wisconsin have thrown off the

gloves in a hand-to-hand ecombat over which of them
looks more like a mitten.

"Hey, Wisconsin, get real!! The Mitten is ours!!"

tweeted one Michigan resident upset the state across And, ' 2
& P How)does atruck become

a vehicle to.fight hunger?

Michigan gives thumbs-down to Wisconsin mitten

campaign Lake Michigan is trving to usurp a shape so iconic it

can be picked out by orbiting spaceships. Noted

another, "Only one state has Mitten Mojo!" . r \ . ml: {3
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LRI s Alex Beaton of the Awesome Mitten website spotted Morthern Illinois Food Bank - Genera, IL - Pariner since 2006
Lansing, MI, USA the knit mitten shaped like Wisconsin on the Travel
Wisconsin website this week and kicked off the Bankof America %~
Ads by Google bare-knuckled offensive against what she saw as a
mitten impostor.
Jos A Bank™ Official Site VIDEO GALLERY
1/2 Off Our Entire Site* & Morel "People in Michigan, we do identify ourselves so
Shop The Expert In Men's closely with the Mitten State,” Beaton said of the
Apparel state's Lower Peninsula. "We're America's high five!"
www.JosBank.com
But Tom Lyons, who works in publie relations in
Expert Pregnancy Care Neenah, Wis., said Michigan residents shouldn't be
Advanced screening and getting their varn in a twist over Wisconsin's mitten
testing. Consultations with theme for its winter tourism campaign.
Specialist.
www halifaxhealth org "Wisconsin is the left mitten. Michigan is the right
mitten. Even children know that one mitten doesn't
cut it when it comes to Midwest winters," he said. ‘
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Lyons formerly worked in Door County — Wisconsin's
thumb region — and said he often holds up his left hand when locating state places for

others. "
x
WEAT e . . " . CHICAGO
We complement each other and it's not our fault that their thumb is smaller," he said, SHOPPING

taking a lighthearted jab at Wisconsin's neighbor across Lake Michigan. "We're very similar
and ﬂlE}F should be flatterad.” SHOP SMARTER, MOT HARDER
Michigan residents have long held up a hand to show where they live, even getting both
hands into play if they want to show the Lower and Upper peninsulas. Under former Gov.
Jennifer Granholm, the state hired Michigan-based actor and playwright Jeff Daniels

to promote the state's business opportunities by telling companies to come to Michigan and
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Terri O'Brien and Lisa Burnia sell "Don't Mess with the Mitten" sweat shirts and T-shirts
online and in southeast Michigan stores, and "M is for Mitten" is a popular children's book
in the state. In west Michigan, there's the Wet Mitten Surf Shop in Grand Haven and
Traverse City and the Mitten Bar in Ludington, a city connected by a summer ear ferry to IN CASEYOU MISSEDIT ...
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Wisconsin Department of Tourism spokeswoman Lisa Marshall said the intent of using a
mitten shaped like the state for the winter tourism ecampaign wasn't to step on Michigan's

FS AL BANK,
"We're not the mitten state. Michigan, they can own that. We want to be known as the fun
state," she said. The department used a leaf shaped like Wisconsin for its fall tourism

campaign and will move onto something new for spring, but for now, the mitten stays. E “ T I n E s I T E"

Dave Lorenz, manager of public and industry relations at Travel Michigan, said he was a n E'I' 3“ I" lTEH Fn EE
little surprised by how many people have expressed dismay over Wisconsin's mitten. But he PLUS

understands the feeling, especially after Wisconsin beat Michigan State Saturday in the DOORBUSTERS!

inangural Big Ten football championship game.
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"We're not going to take this lying down,"” he said. "Wisconsin already took the Rose Bowl Free SHIPPING ON ORDERS $195 +°
from us this vear. They're not going to take the Mitten State status from us."

Lorenz said Wisconsin clearly is best known as the Cheese State, a point he hopes to
illustrate by letting people vote Wednesday on the Travel Michigan website for which state
they see as the "real” Mitten State.

The contest is being run in conjunction with the Wiseonsin tourism department to "just
basically to prove to our friends in Wisconsin — and they are our friends — that when it
comes to iconic brand images like the Mitten State and the Great Lakes State and the
Winter Wonderland State, we don't want them to trend on our brand,” Lorenz said.

"Sometimes you got to put your foot down, or your mitten, so to speak,” he added. "When it
comes to the Mitten State status, there's no competition. Just lock at the globe, look at the
map. It's pretty obvious."

Copyright 2011 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or
redistributed.
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